
303 

United States Postal Service § 957.10 

be received in evidence after comple-
tion of a hearing. The Hearing Officer 
may require either party, with appro-
priate notice to the other party, to 
submit additional evidence on any rel-
evant matter. 

(h) Granting reasonable time exten-
sions or other relief for good cause 
shown, in the Hearing Officer’s sole dis-
cretion. 

(i) Issuing findings of fact. The Hear-
ing Officer will issue findings of fact to 
the Vice President within 30 days from 
the close of the record, to the extent 
practicable. 

§ 957.5 Case initiation. 
(a) Upon receipt of a request or refer-

ral from the Vice President, the Re-
corder will docket a case under this 
Part. Following docketing, the Judicial 
Officer will assign a Hearing Officer. 
The Hearing Officer will establish the 
schedule for the proceeding, perform 
all judicial duties under this Part and 
render Findings of Fact. Whenever 
practicable, a hearing should be con-
ducted within 30 days of the date of 
docketing. 

(b) The request or referral from the 
Vice President shall include the notice 
of proposed debarment and the infor-
mation or argument submitted by the 
Respondent pursuant to paragraphs (g) 
or (h) of § 601.113 of this subchapter. 

§ 957.6 Filing documents for the 
record. 

The parties shall file documents, per-
mitted by the rules in this part or re-
quired by the Hearing Officer, in the 
Judicial Officer Department’s elec-
tronic filing system. The Web site for 
electronic filing is https:// 
uspsjoe.justware.com/justiceweb. Docu-
ments submitted using that system are 
considered filed as of the date and time 
(Eastern Time) reflected in the system. 
Orders issued by the Hearing Officer 
shall be considered received by the par-
ties on the date posted to the elec-
tronic filing system. 

§ 957.7 Failure to appear at the hear-
ing. 

If a party fails to appear at the hear-
ing, the Hearing Officer may proceed 
with the hearing, receive evidence and 
issue findings of fact without require-

ment of further notice to the absent 
party. 

§ 957.8 Hearings. 
Hearings ordinarily will be conducted 

in the Judicial Officer Department 
courtroom at 2101 Wilson Boulevard, 
Suite 600, Arlington, VA 22201–3078. 
However, the Hearing Officer, in his or 
her discretion, may order the hearing 
to be conducted at another location, or 
by another means such as by video. 

§ 957.9 Appearances. 
(a) An individual Respondent may ap-

pear in his or her own behalf, a cor-
poration may appear by an officer 
thereof, a partnership or joint venture 
may appear by a member thereof, or 
any of these may appear by a licensed 
attorney. 

(b) After a request for a hearing has 
been filed pursuant to the rules in this 
part, the General Counsel shall des-
ignate a licensed attorney as counsel 
assigned to handle the case. 

(c) All counsel, or a self-represented 
Respondent, shall register in the elec-
tronic filing system, and request to be 
added to the case. Counsel also prompt-
ly shall file notices of appearance. 

(d) An attorney for any party who 
has filed a notice of appearance and 
who wishes to withdraw must file a 
motion requesting withdrawal, explain-
ing the reasons supporting the motion, 
and identifying the name, email ad-
dress, mailing address, telephone num-
ber, and fax number of the person who 
will assume responsibility for represen-
tation of the party in question. 

§ 957.10 Conduct of the hearing. 
The Hearing Officer may approve or 

disapprove witnesses in his or her dis-
cretion. All testimony will be taken 
under oath or affirmation, and subject 
to cross-examination. The Hearing Of-
ficer may exclude evidence to avoid un-
fair prejudice, confusion of the issues, 
undue delay, waste of time, or presen-
tation of irrelevant, immaterial, or cu-
mulative evidence. Although the Hear-
ing Officer will consider the Federal 
Rules of Evidence for guidance regard-
ing admissibility of evidence and other 
evidentiary issues, he or she is not 
bound by those rules. The weight to be 
attached to evidence presented in any 
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